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     What is the Future of Farming in 
Washington State?   
     During 2008, the WA Dept. of Ag-
riculture (WSDA)  is assembling a 
statewide strategic plan for Washing-
ton agriculture. The work is based 
upon the vision of producers and the 
realities of the industry now and into 
the foreseeable future. 
This plan is being developed with in-
formation provided by our farmers and 
it is for our farmers. The plan will be 
used by the Governor, the Legislature 
and others to help guide future actions 
including strategic investments into 
building on the strengths unique to 
Washington’s agriculture.  WSDA is 
currently requesting input through an 
online survey on the project’s web site.  
     The Future of Farming is looking 
ahead twenty years – a horizon that 
will encourage us to prepare for the 
future, starting now. The project’s final 
report will be submitted to the Legisla-
ture in December 2008.  
     We encourage you to complete this 
survey online at http://agr.wa.gov/fof.  
Whatcom farmers will benefit from 
having their concerns registered in this 
survey. 
 

The 6th Annual 
Whatcom Farm 
Education Fund 
Golf Tournament 

will be held Thursday, August 21, 
1:00 pm, at Shuksan Golf Course.  
Registration forms are available at the 
WFF office and sponsoring businesses.  
The Whatcom Farm Education Fund 
uses the golf tournament to raise funds 
for continuing education opportunities 
for local farmers and ag students.  
Your participation helps keep local 
farmers among the best educated and 
innovative in the world! 
  

County Weighs Water Funding 
     Water issues are of vital importance 
to Whatcom County farmers.  We have 
been actively engaged in water issues 
at the State, County and watershed lev-
els and continue to advocate for strate-
gic County investments in water man-
agement programs.  The County has 
abundant opportunities to proactively 

address water quantity, water quality, 
habitat, flood management, and drain-
age issues important to the entire 
County. 
     The Council is debating the level of 
service needed to address water issues 
and has realized that more funds are 
necessary to simply sustain the current 
work.  They also have a list of 280  
potential projects that would need   
additional funding to address.  The 
Council has voted to raise the level of   
funding for water projects from $3.6 
million annually to a range of $9.3 – 
$11 million.  This action will be pri-
marily funded by an increase in the 
current flood tax.  The current fee is 
approximately $14 per $1,000 assessed 
valuation.  The new budget will likely 
double this tax. 
     A portion of these funds will focus 
on developing new funds 
from a storm water utility 
in semi-urban areas.  
Whatcom Farm Friends 
has been actively engaged 
in ensuring that whatever 
level of new funding is agreed upon it 
will have a fair portion focused on the 
water issues important to agriculture. �

Sharing the Mission 
     WFF has had several opportunities 
recently to share our mission and goals 
with the citizens of Whatcom.  We had 
an informational table 
at the Conservation 
Districts’ Tree Sale in 
March.  The Spring In 
the Orchard Event at 
BelleWood Acres in April was the 
kickoff for WFF assuming the manage-
ment of the Farmers Growing Trees 
For Salmon program.  This was a well 
attended event with great food and  

entertainment at the 
orchard.  In May, 
trees were given 
away in exchange 
for memberships at 

Haggen’s and the Community Food  
Co-op.  Planting trees is a perfect way 
to offset ones personal Carbon      
Footprint.  Approximately three trees 
will absorb one ton of CO2.  Each 
American is responsible for the       
production of an average of twenty 
tons of CO2 annually. 

 Meetings & Events 
June 
   7—Farmers Day Parade 
   7—Small Farm Management open house 
  13—25th Annual Woods Tour 
  19—Value Added Dairy Seminar 
  20-21—Relay for Life in Lynden 
  20-21—Artisan Distilling Workshop 
  28—Wine Workshop 
  30—All-day beginners workshop on wine  
          making 
July 
  18-19—Raspberry Festival in Lynden 
  30-Aug 2—Threshing Bee & Antique 
          Tractor Show—Berthusen Park 
August 
  11-16—Northwest WA Fair 
  11-16—Farming For Life! Exhibit 
  15—Lynden Junior Livestock Sale 
 

 Visit www.wcfarmfriends.com 
for more details on these and other events. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
New & Renewal Memberships and Sponsors  

(Feb ’08-May ’08): 
 

Andgar Corp, Appel Brothers, Raj Bathe, Blok’s Ever-
green Dairy, Roger Blok, Boxx Fruit & Vegetable, Cargil 
Inc., Daritech, Jake DeHoog, Ruben DelGarza, Jim Heer-
inga, Kulshan Veterinary Hospital, Land O’Lakes, Ma-
berry Packing, Curt Maberry Farm, North Washington 
Implement, Dan Noteboom, Peoples Bank, Piersystems 
Inc,  Rader Farms, Samson Farms Inc, Scholten Equip-
ment, Terry Euper, Larry Tjoelker, Harold VanBerkum, 
Darryl VanderHaak, VeenHuizen Farm, Arlan Visser, 
Dick Yoder, John & Dorie Belisle, Fred & Shirley Bier-
link, David & Cheryl Blair, Bogaard Hay, Rabel & Joyce 
Burdge, Chuck & Sharron Antholt, Cornelius Stremler, 
Daniel & Deborah Raas, Everson Auction Market, Fair-
way Drug Inc, Richard Holmquist, Mauri Ingram, James 
& Janet Visbeek, Jeremy Brown, L.T.I. Inc, Lynden 
Tribune, Lisa Neulicht, Northwest Farm Credit Services, 
Northwest Propane, Skagit State Bank, Telgenhoff & 
Oetgen PS, Tom & Cheryl Thornton, Barb VanDalen, 
Whatcom County Farm Bureau, Glenn & Holly Whitney, 
Bob Wiesen 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Board of Directors 
 

   Mark DeJong: Dairy 
   Sherm Polinder: Dairy 
   John VanderVeen: Dairy/Berry 
   Marty Maberry : Berry 
   Mike VanWingerden: Greenhouse 
   Chuck Antholt: Produce/WWU 
   Dorie Belisle: Tree Fruit 
   Brad Smith PhD: WWU/Environ. Studies 
   Marv Tjoelker : Ag Business 
   Dave Blair:  Food Processing 
   Tom Eckert:  Bellingham Technical College 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

  Staff 
  Paul Grey: Executive Director 
  Henry Bierlink : Director-Policy 
  Cheryl DeHaan: Program Manager-Comm. Ed.  
  Cathy Kellett: Office Manager 

 

360-354-1337 
farmfriends@wcfarmfriends.com 
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Current Crop Report 
Dairy—Field corn is planted and sprouted.  2nd cutting 
of grass is either in the silage stack or ready to chop.  
Manure has been applied to fertilize the next crop of 
grass.  Lots of grass has been put into “marshmallows” - 
big bales wrapped in white plastic for portable silage. 
Raspberries—Canes are filled in and fully leaved and 
bloom is at 20%, awaiting bee pollination for this   
summer’s crop. 
Blueberries—Bees are already in the fields.  Produc-
tion should be good this year. 
Seed Potatoes—All the potatoes have been trucked out.  
Planting is going a bit slow due to wet fields.  First 
crops will be ready for digging in August. 
Apples—Trees were late to blossom because of the 
cold spring.  Bees have been busy with pollination.  
Greenhouse/Nursery—Beautiful hanging baskets are 
adorning streets and yards.  Bedding plants are available 
for home gardening throughout the county. 

Our website averages over 16,000 Hits each month.  Peruse the entire Public 
Improvement Plan (PIP) or check out the Potential Development Rights Maps 
(under RESOURCES)      Great information!!    www.wcfarmfriends.com 



Good Management Makes 
Good Neighbors 

     Farming around close neighbors pre-
sents challenges.  WFF has wrestled with 
complaints over smell, noise, dust, pesti-
cides, water use, and machinery on roads.  
Our consistent response is that farmers 
have protection for good farm practices 
under the Right-to-Farm Ordinance.  But 
it must be said that this is not a license to 
do whatever the farmer chooses. 
     The Right to Farm Ordinance protects 
farmers from complaints against farm 
activities that are judged to be good man-
agement practices.  Failure to comply 
with good management practices removes 
protection of the Right to Farm Ordinance 
and allows law enforcement to cite farm-
ers for disturbing their neighbors.  The 
trick is always knowing just where this 
line is drawn. 
     The use of propane cannons as a deter-
rent to starlings in blueberry fields has 
been the latest flash point in the good 
management practices debate.  As a result 
of numerous complaints a group of rural 
residents with concerns over the cannons 
and farmers who use them have been 
meeting with facilitation by WFF to de-
fine what good management should look 

like.  The result is an 
agreement to try a 
Good Management 
Practices Manual for 
the use of propane 
cannons for this year 

with a hope that we can finalize this docu-
ment in 2009.  We encourage both blue-
berry farmers and their neighbors to look 
this manual over and let us know if it 
meets the reasonableness test.  You can 
find the draft document on the WFF   
website (NEWS-Ag Hot Topics!) or by 
contacting our office for a copy��
�
15th Annual Milk Makers Fest 
     April 22-24 brought 72 Whatcom 
County first grade classrooms to the   
fairgrounds.  Over 2,000 students learned 
about the dairy industry and had a great 
deal of fun doing so. 
They learned about 
milk production, herd 
health, animal nutrition 
and the “Circle of 
Farming”, and human 
nutrition.  Students also enjoyed a giant 
hay maze and a wagon ride/scavenger 
hunt.  Over the past 15 years it is esti-
mated that nearly 30,000 Whatcom 
County residents have benefited by this 
program. 

   Community Ag Contests 
     For national Ag Week in March, 
WFF teamed up with WC Farm Bureau 
and the Lynden Tribune to sponsor an 
Essay Contest.  We had some great en-
tries from our youth.  Grades 7-9 1st 
place essay was by Lily Kroontje, 2nd 
by Mikal Olson.  Grades 10-12 1st place 
essay was written by Laurel Bareman 
and 2nd place by Brooke VanderVeen.  
The winning essays can be read online 
on our Youth page. 
     We also awarded prizes to ag related 
entries in the Lynden School District’s 

Art Contest in May.  
Photos of the winning 
entries can be found on 
our website, again on 
the Youth page.  
Whatcom County 

Dairy Ambassador Brooke VanderVeen 
helped judge the ag art.  Jennifer       
Maakad a Lynden Grade 12 student 
came away with the first place prize for 
her watercolor painting.  2nd place went 
to 8th Grade student Amberly Fluit for 
her pastel drawing and Laura Sanchez, 
7th Grade, received 3rd place for her 
pencil drawing. 

        A Day in Olympia 
     Farm Friends mission and objectives 
includes working on policy issues and 
outreach to political and agency leader-
ship.   On May 21st Henry Bierlink, Paul 
Grey, Marty Maberry, and Vern Vande 
Garde visited three agencies in Olympia.  
Rep. Kelli Linville joined us on the first 
call to the Dept. of Ecology (DOE). 
     At the DOE we met with the Director 
Jay Manning and his staff to review our 
positions with water negotiations within 
the Bertrand Water Improvement Dis-
trict (WID).   Marty expressed the con-
nection of water and land, that without 
predictable water rights the land is not an 
asset for farming. It was mutually agreed 
that a more regional view of water man-
agement within the County had to be 
sought if we were to move past the cur-
rent impasse in negotiations.   
     Next we met with the interim Direc-
tor of the Washington State Department 
of Agriculture (WSDA) Mr. Robert Gore 
and his Deputy Director John Daly.  We 
discussed the mission and objectives of 
Whatcom Farm Friends along with an 
update on the size and variety of What-
com’s agriculture products.   Again,   
we stressed interrelationship of land and 
water to farming. 
     Our final stop was at the Washington 

1796 Front Street 
Lynden, WA 98264 
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State Conservation Commission where 
we met with Mark Clark-Director, Steve 
McGonigal-Mgr. Office of Farmland 
Preservation, and Ron Shultz-Special 
Asst.  We gave them an update on What-
com Farm Friends and a status on What-
com’s agricultural products and activities.     
Mr. Clark mentioned work was proceed-
ing on a Conservation Marketing bill 
which incorporated some of the same 
ideas WFF had developed in its Natural 
Resources Banking white paper.  This bill 
is expected to be introduced in 2009. 
     Overall, the trip to Olympia was suc-
cessful in developing relationships with 
the various agency leaders and exposing 
them to the robustness of Whatcom’s  
agricultural sector. 

7th Annual Farming For Life!
When:  Aug 11-16 
Where:  Mt. Baker   
              Rotary Bldg. 
Why:  Showcases   
       Whatcom County  
           Agriculture!  
Come learn and enjoy….. 
Volunteers needed—sign up by calling 
354-1337. 

2008 WC Farm Map & Guide 
Pick your map up today!  Available at 
several locations:          Farm Friends, 
Sustainable Connections, Chamber of 
Commerce, library, Farmers Market, 
county farmers……. 

 

Become a Member of Farm Friends 

JOIN NOW! 
 

It’s easy, it’s simple……   Just log onto 
www.wcfarmfriends.com, click on the 
JOIN tab—fill out the form and submit.  
That’s all there is to it!  Or call us at 360-
354-1337. 
 

Already a member/sponsor:   Encourage 
your peers, friends and family to join you in 
helping to preserve and enhance Whatcom 
County agriculture through sharing this 
newsletter and website information. 
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